
November  5,  2007 

Virginia  Commonwealth  Transportation  Board 
c/o  Ms.  Carol  Mathis 
Executive  Assistant  to  the  Commissioner 
1401  E.  Broad  Street  -  Suite  311 
Richmond.  VA  23219 

Re:  Routes  151  &  6  in  Nelson  County,  Virginia 

Dear  members  of  the  CTB, 

Please  allow  this  opportunity  for  input  regarding  future  safety  improvements  to  Routes  151  and  6  in  Nelson  County.  Project 
151  .0rg  was  formed  as  a  non-profit  community  group  to  investigate  ways  for  improved  safety  along  these  roads  in  Nelson 
after  the  5  deaths  within  a  34  day  period  earlier  this  year.  Over  the  past  several  weeks,  our  group,  comprised  of  former  law 
enforcement,  (one  a  retired  NJ  state  trooper  with  emphasis  in  interstate  and  highway  accidents)  business  people,  and 
residents  of  Nelson  County  organized  and  began  compiling  independent  data  in  conjunction  with  that  of  VDOT. 

In  early  October  Project  151  .0rg  distributed  a  simple  non  scientific  survey  to  residents  asking  their  opinion  on  solutions  to 
Routes  151  &  6.  Enclosed  you  will  find  the  results  of  the  304  respondents.  Also  during  that  same  period  we  held  a  public 
meeting  where  over  350  local  residents  attended  and  spoke  out  on  these  very  issues.  Though  not  our  primary  goal  but 
certainly  one  of  the  top  considerations,  overwhelmingly,  78  %  of  the  respondents  said  they  desired  something  to  be  done 
regarding  through  truck  traffic  using  Routes  151  and  6  as  a  cut  through  between  1-64  at  exit  99  over  to  U.S.  29  and  points 
beyond.  Project  151.  org  is  aware  of  the  statistics  showing  large  semi  type  trucks  are  involved  in  only  a  small  minority  of  the 
accidents  on  these  roads,  and  none  of  the  most  recent  deaths.  However,  we  also  know  that  near  misses  are  not  part  of 
records  kept.  Our  observations  over  the  past  couple  of  months  with  both  speed  data  and  rolling  observations  show  that  both 
sem ﾈ    trucks  and  passenger  cars  routinely  exceed  the  posted  speed  limits  with  little  regard  to  safety.  Project  151  .0rg  has 
personally  clocked  a  few  semi  trucks  (one  tandem  rig)  at  over  70  MPH.  65  MPH  speeds  are  common  along  Route  151  in  the 
very  same  spot  where  three  of  the  fatalities  occurred  at  Route  635  and  151  on  8-30-07.  It  should  be  noted,  however,  that  the 
majority  of  the  violations  occur  in  the  early  morning  hours  between  3  and  7  AM  when  enforcement  is  non  existent.  Project 
151  .0rg,  has  and  continues  to  maintain,  that  these  rural  types  of  two  lane  highways,  without  median  dividers  are  not  suitable 
for  the  modem  day  interstate  style  traffic  we  now  find  using  these  roads.  Federal  interstates  and  U.S.  Highways  are  much 
better  suited  for  this  type  of  commercial  traffic.  We  also  believe  that  a  proactive  strategy  of  prevention  would  be  prudent 
before  a  catastrophic  accident  with  numerous  additional  deaths  and  /  or  ecological  damage  occurs.  I  personally  have 
witnessed  such  tragedies  in  my  previous  law  enforcement  career  on  similar  highways  that  outgrew  their  ability  to  handle 
growing  traffic-  Project  151  .0rg  appreciates  and  understands  the  additional  financial  and  time  burdens  rerouting  through 
truck  traffic  off  of  151  &  6  creates.  However,  we  believe  the  potential  hazards  that  grow  daily  along  these  two  highways 
justify  such  action  and  negate  simple  time  and  money  considerations.  We  applaud  the  truck  drivers  and  their  companies  that 
have  and  continue  to  drive  in  a  safe  manner  along  these  two  roads.  Project  151  .0rg  understand  thus  far  that  the  local  board 
of  supervisors  has  never  formally  made  this  request  to  the  CTB.  though  asked  numerous  times  from  residents  in  Nelson. 

Though  the  truck  issue  got  great  response  in  our  survey,  other  factors  such  as  lower  speed  limits  and  enforcement  were  right 
at  the  top  as  wel1.  We  concur,  and  believe  that  if  the  existing  traffic  laws  in  place  were  strictly  enforced,  it  would  go  a  long 
way  in  the  improvement  of  driving  habits  along  the  two  highways.  At  your  most  recent  meeting  in  Lynchburg,  late  October 
2007,  local  BOS  member,  Tommy  Harvey,  and  Nelson  Administrator,  Steve  Carter,  presented  plans  fora  left  turn  lane  at  635 
&  151  along  with  a  consideration  to  possibly  lower  speed  limits  in  selected  areas.  Project  151  .0rg  agrees  with  these  requests 
and  hope  you  will  act  swiftly  on  them.  We  commend  both  gentlemen  for  submitting  the  request  before  the  CTB   

P.0.  Box  455  ･  Nellysford,  Virginia  22958  ･  Project1510rq@gmai1.com 



Project  151  .0rg  is  standing  member  of  the  recently  formed  VDOT  151  study  group.  Over  the  coming  months  we  will  be 
working  in  conjunction  with  that  panel  to  address  concerns  over  151  safety.  Though  VDOT  has  said  publicly  trucks  are  not 
the  problem  on  this  road,  we  respectfully  disagree  and  do  think  large  truck  traffic  has  increased  to  such  a  point  on  151  &  6, 
that  normal  ebb  and  flow  of  passenger  cars  has  been  greatly  affected.  We  have  an  excellent  working  relationship  with  VDOT 
and  though  we  may  disagree  on  this  single  Issue,  we  do  agree  on  the  others  and  hope  you  will  support  VDOT  and  local  BOS 
requests  to  make  the  discussed  modifications  to  the  highway. 

We  respectfully  request  you  take  this  letter  and  the  accompanying  survey  in  consideration  as  you  formulate  decisions  about 
Routes  151  and  6  in  the  coming  year. 

We  thank  you  for  your  time  and  appreciate  your  attention  to  this  very  important  safety  issue   

Project  151.0rg  Team  Leader 




